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Central Zone Vice-Chancellors’ Conference 2020-21 of
the Association of Indian Universities (AlU) was hosted
virtually by Sri Sri University

Cuttack :The Central Zone Vice-Chancellors’ Conference 2020-21 of the
Association of Indian Universities (AlU) was hosted virtually by Sri Sri University,
Cuttack, Odisha on 8th & 9th February, 2021. The theme of the Conference was
‘Promoting Quality, Research and Internationalization in Higher Education’ which
was attended by more than 100 Vice Chancellors from the Central Zone of AIU. Her
Excellency, Hon’ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, Smt.
Anandiben Patel graced the Inaugural Session as the Chief Guest. Her pearls of
wisdom touched, moved, and inspired everyone present. She acknowledged AlU
for its contribution towards building a strong ecosystem for achieving excellence in
Higher Education and implementation of NEP 2020.

The Guest of Honour, Dr. Arun Kumar Sahoo, Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education,
Agriculture and Farmers’ Empowerment, Fisheries and Animal Resource
Development, Government of Odisha pointed about the number of challenges in
the field of research. He put forth his thoughts on the aspects related to industry-
academia collaboration, development of vocational skills, provision of more funds
and inclusion of research as criteria for faculty promotion to foster research. He
pointed that the Odisha Government aims to provide all support and tools to
institutions to perform in its full capacity.



The inaugural session started with a virtual lamp lighting and ‘saraswati vandana’.
Mrs. Rajita Kulkarni, President, Sri Sri University welcomed the dignitaries and
guests during the welcome address. She stated that India is progressing to
become self-sufficient (Atmanirbhar) under the stewardship of Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi Ji. With a strong research and development, India has
fought against Covid-19 by producing vaccines and is supplying to fifteen countries
of the world.

Dr. (Mrs.) Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General, AlU gave the welcome and introductory
address. She emphasized the need to implement the NEP-2020 to make India: a
‘Vishwaguru’. She also gave a virtual overview of the facilities and initiatives of AlU
in augmenting the quality of Higher Education in India.

Dr. Tej Partap, President AlU & Vice-Chancellor, G.B. Pant University of Agriculture
and Technology, Pantnagar during his presidential address proposed discussion on
quality of students, education, and environment along with teaching and
pedagogy. The challenges faced include lack of finances to invest on quality and
survival of the institutes during the pandemic. He highlighted that we need to
produce good research scholars to contribute towards the community, farmers,
and the state.

Hon’ble Governor released the journal edited by Dr. Sistla Rama Devi Pani, Editor,
University News and Head of the Research Division at Association of Indian
Universities, New Delhi.

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, founder of Art of Living delivered the valedictory
address and highlighted that education is not a process of job creation only but an
evolutionary process of human life. He congratulated AlU for organising such an
enlightening conference and to address the opportunities and challenges of Higher
education institutions of the country. Answering to a question of Prof. Tej Partap on
internationalization, He advised for an ecosystem and building image of new India
to attract international students to the country. He said perception, observation,
and expression are three important components of education. He advised students
to take some time from the gadgets and practice restful alertness (meditation)
which is researched to nourish the hippocampus of the human brain.

Prof. Ajay Kumar Singh, Vice Chancellor, Sri Sri University during his remarks
mentioned that Sri Sri University should be given the status of Institute of Global
Eminence by the government and with the autonomy to have centres around the
world as Art of Living is present in 156+ countries with more than 40,000 teachers
having millions of students and with just one approval can become the largest
University in the world. SSU should be allowed to have online education for
ensuring the global reach to become number 1 University in the world. Prof. Singh
also mentioned that an ecosystem should be created where each company should
adopt at least one University to allocate some portion of CSR funds for contributing
towards collaborative research so that the problems of the
business/industry/society can be solved through this process of research and
innovation.



Dr. S. Ramadevi Pani delivered an extensive vote of thanks during the valedictory
session. She acknowledged the presence of more than 100 dignitaries and Vice
Chancellors of the Central Zone who participated in the Meet.

Three technical sessions, one session with APEX body members, and an AlU
Business Session were conducted with eminent academicians, regulatory
authorities, and Vice Chancellors of various Universities of the Central Zone. Some
of the speakers include eminent Mathematician Padma Shri Prof. Dinesh Singh,
Former VC Delhi University; Col. Prof. G. Thiruvasagam, Vice-President, AlU and VC,
AMET University, Chennai; Dr. Neeraj Saxena, Adviser, AICTE; Dr. Jagannath Patil,
Advisor, NAAC; Prof. P. B. Sharma, VC, Amity University, Gurugram; Prof. S. C.
Sharma, Director, NAAC; Prof. Najma Akhtar, Vice Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia
University, Prof. Upinder Dhar, Vice Chancellor, Shri Vaishnav Vidyapeeth
Vishwavidyalaya, Indore; Prof. Souvik Bhattacharya, VC, BITS Pilani; Prof. C. Raj
Kumar, VC, OP Jindal Global University; Dr. Kavita Sharma, Former President, South
Asian University; Mr. Francisco J. Marmolejo, Education Advisor; Qatar Foundations,
Doha, Qatar; Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar, Pro Chancellor, Symbiosis International
University, Pune; Prof. N V Varghese, VC, NIEPA; Mr. Anthony Miranda, Country
Counsellor for Cultural and Educational Affairs, US Embassy, India, etc.

The Chief Rapporteur, Prof. Kalyani Samantray, Head, Department of Arts,
Communication, and Indic Studies, Sri Sri University presented the report of the
entire two days event during the valedictory session. Dr. Vijaya Lakshmi Mohanty,
Associate Prof. FMS was the Head of the Team of Rapporteurs of the Conference.
Ms. Mani Goswami, Deputy Dean at VC Office, SSU acted as the Nodal Officer, SSU
of the Conference.
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AlU Central Zone
VCs meet held at Sri

Sri Varsity

Focus on improving
higher education

PNS B ATHAGARH

he Central Zone WVice-

Chancellors’ Conference
2020-21 of the Association of
Indian Universities {AILT) was
hosted virtually by the Sri Sri
University, Cuttack, on
February & and 9,

e theme of the confer-
ence was ‘Promaoting Cuality,
Research and
[nternationalization in Higher
Fducation” which was attend-
ed by more than 100 Vice
Chancellors from the Central
Aone of ALLL

Governor of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
Anandiben Patel graced the
inaugural session as the chief
guest while the guest of hon-
our was Higher Kducation
Arun Kumar Sahoo.

ari Sri University presi-
dent Rajita Kulkarnmi wel-
comed the dignitaries and
guests during the welcome
address, AIU secretary gen-
eral Dr Pankaj Mittal gave the
welcome and introductory
address.

She emphasized the need
to implement the NEP-2020
to make India a "Vishwaguru!
AIU president and Vice-
Chancellar, GBE  Pant
University of Agriculture and
Technology, Pantnagar Dir Tej

Partap during his presidential
address proposed discussion
on quality of students, edu-
cation, and environment
along with teaching and ped-
agogy.

Governor Patel released

journal edited by Dr Sistla

Rama Devi Pani, Editor,
University News and Head of
the Research Division at
Association of Indian
Universities, MNew [elhi,
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Shankar, founder of Art of
Living delivered the valedic-
tory address and highlighted
that education is not a process
of job creation only [hut an
evolutionary process of
human life,

He congratulated AlL! for
organising such an enlight-
ening conference and to
address the apportunities and
challenges of higher educa-
tion institutions of the coun-
try, Sri Sri University VO Prof
Ajay Kumar Singh during his
remarks mentioned that the
5ri Sri University should be
given the status of Institute of
Global Eminence [dr 5
Ramadevi Pani delivered the
vote of thanks

Crver 100 dignitaries and
Vice Chancellors of the
Central Zone participated in
the meet.

Three technical sessions,
one session with APEX body
members and an  AlU
Business Session were con-
ducted,
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Sri Sri univ
opens cyber
peace school

Hemanta.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com
Bhubaneswar: Sri Sri
University, Cuttack, on
Wednesday launched Sri
Sri school of cyber peace,
four research centres and
a new ‘faculty of emer-
ging technologies’ ‘which
- will offer 20 new prograim-
mes in the upcoming aca-
demicyear2021-22.

The university has
opened school of cyber pe-
ace in association with
Cyber Peace Foundation,
a think tank on cyber se-
curity. The university cla-
imed that it is one of its
kinds in the world. This
school is committed to
strengthen the global cy-
ber peace ecosystem thro-
ugh research.

According to official
data, there will be 3.5 mil-'
lion unfilled cyber securi-
ty jobs globally by the end
of 2021.

The research centres
are on water resources
and environment mana-
gement; advanced rese-
arch on Kathak; advanced
research on Bharatanaty-
am andone on translation
and interpreting studies.
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Sri Sri Ravi Shankar launched Sri Sri School of Cyber
Peace along with 4 other Research Centers in SSU

Launch of Research & Innowvation Centres 2 th wWednesday

g’] Sri Sri University FEB 202 1

Cuttack: Today is a historic day not only for Sri Sri University but also for the world to launch first
of its kind in the globe, Sri Sri School of Cyber Peace and five other Centers and Faculty which will
offer 20 programs in the upcoming academic year 2021-22. CyberPeace Foundation and Sri Sri
University have joined hands for “Infusing CyberPeace in cyberspace”. The first step towards the
goal is the launch of “Sri Sri School of CyberPeace”, a joint initiative of CyberPeace Foundation
and Sri Sri University (SSU) in the presence of Poojya Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Ji. The School
is committed to strengthen the global CyberPeace Ecosystem through the research and innovation
focused educational framework in sync with the ace initiative from the CyberPeace Foundation. The
curriculum for the degree Programmes in the field of cyber security has been conceptualised
keeping in mind the Learning Outcome-based Curriculum Framework (LOCF) on the one hand and
having 65% plus hands on experience for the students as per the spirit of National Education Policy
2020 on the the other hand. This will enhance their employability quotient as well as entrepreneurial
skills so that they are competent enough to start up their own ventures, which is a step towards
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’.

As per the Cybersecurity Ventures, there will be 3.5 million unfilled cybersecurity jobs globally by
the end of 2021, up from one million positions in 2014. Moreover, there is a growing number of
cybercrimes and threats across the globe, therefore, the degree Programmes in the following areas
are the need of the hour, viz., B. Tech. / B.Sc. (Research) in CSE (specialization in Cyber Security
& Cyber Defense); B. Tech. / B.Sc. (Research) in CSE (specialization in Digital Forensic &
Incident Response); M. Tech. (Regular) (specialization in Cyber Security); M. Tech. (Research)
(specialization in Cyber Security); MBA (Cyber Security Management);Executive MBA (Cyber
Security Management); Integrated MBA (B. Tech. / B. Sc. (Research) + Cyber Security



Management); Integrated M. Tech. (B. Tech. + Cyber Security); Integrated M. Sc. (B. Sc.
(Research) + Cyber Security).

This joint initiative will involve a bouquet of activities of CyberPeace Foundation such as Global
CyberPeace Challenge, eRaksha — Nationwide online safety competition, Hackathons, Seminars,
Conferences, Colloquiums, Roundtables, Global CyberPeace Dialogues, Global CyberPeace
Summit, CyberPeace Clubs, CyberPeace Corps, and Academia CyberPeace Ecosystem (ACE)
Initiative — An initiative for Excellence.

Many dignitaries graced the occasion with their presence, including Shri G. Asok Kumar,
Additional Secretary and Mission Director, National Water Mission, MoWR, RD and GR, Govt. of
India, Mr. Erik Solheim, Former Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and Former Minister of International Development and Environment, Norway, Padma
Bhushan Saroja Vaidyanathan, Padma Shri Dr. Puru Dadheech, Dr. Sandhya Purecha, Mrs. Rajita
Kulkarni, President, SSU, Prof. Ajay Kumar Singh, Vice Chancellor, SSU, Captain Vineet Kumar,
Founder and President, CyberPeace Foundation, a think tank and grassroots NGO of CyberPeace
and cyber security experts to name a few.

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar ji during his address said, “The world is incomplete without art,
culture, architecture, and science. We need to nurture both the left and right brain activities and
achieve synergies between the two in the contemporary world. Today’s Programme has witnessed
so many experts nationally and internationally to make the world a better place to live for the
present and future generation. We can give the dream of a better world to the future generations
including the current generations through these initiatives. I congratulate CyberPeace Foundation
and encourage all to continue this journey by creating waves of excellence for growth of the
students across the world. This collaboration has created an ecosystem of happiness and harmony
where happiness is realized as one’s nature and spreading happiness is one’s dharma. Together we
can make this research unit one of the best in the whole world.”

Talking about the importance of CyberPeace Education, Captain Vineet Kumar, Founder and
President, CyberPeace Foundation, said, “The CyberPeace Foundation envisions creating a global
CyberPeace ecosystem which is only possible with the active involvement of the young generation
in understating, learning, working, and innovating in the field. I am glad and thankful to Poojya
Gurudev and the Sri Sri University for their insight and understanding of the need of the hour to
ensure a peaceful and resilient Cyberspace.”

Shri G. Asok Kumar, IAS Additional Secretary and Mission Director, National Water Mission,
MoWR, RD and GR, Govt. of India, has spoken about various methods and importance to conserve
water.

Mr. Erik Solheim, Former Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and Former Minister of International Development and Environment, Norway said, Water
management and environment are the most critical issues of our time. Mr. Solheim pointed out that
water is precious for life and he applauded the initiative of Poojya Gurudev and The Art of Living
to conserve water. He further stated that water is the most precious and important issue of the global
community for climate change, be it melting of glacier in Himalayas and its effects on river systems
of India, China, etc., the rise of sea level, cyclonic storm and extreme weather events. He applauded
the commitment of Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Water Resources and Environment
Management to work in such an important domain to address the issues of water, agriculture and
environment.

Mrs. Rajita Kulkarni, President, SSU delivered the welcome address and briefed about the various
launches, which were planned for the day, namely,

1. Faculty of Emerging Technologies (First of its kind Faculty in India offering Industry integrated
Programmes in line with National Education Policy 2020)

2. Department of Emerging Technologies

3. Sri Sri School of CyberPeace (World’s first School for cyberPeace in association with
CyberPeace Foundation)

4. Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Water Resources and Environment Management



5. Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Kathak (SSCARK) (First and largest in the world)

6. Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Bharatanatyam (Third in India)

7. Sri Sri Centre for Translation and Interpreting Studies (First in India)

Prof. Rabi Narayan Satpathy, Director, SSU shared the vision and mission of the Faculty of
Emerging Technologies and the Sri Sri School of CyberPeace along with the list of 15 Programmes
to be offered.

Speaking on the importance of classical dance form Kathak, the exponent Padma Shri Dr. Puru
Dadheech credited Poojya Gurudev for his vision and co-operation in developing the Advanced
research Centre for Kathak which can transform the youths through its rich heritage.

Dr. Sandhya Purecha, Director, Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Bharatanatyam, which is
third of its kind in the world, and Padma Vibhushan Saroja Vaidyanathan aspire for innovative
research and exploring new talent in the field.

Prof. (Dr.) Sanghamitra Mohanty, Director, Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Water
Resources and Environment Management and Dr. Rindon Kundu, Director, Sri Sri Centre for
Translation and Interpreting Studies spoke about the importance of the center in the light of NEP
2020.

Ms. Gayatri Dhume, Head of Admissions and Promotions, SSU shared the list of new Programmes
launched during the ceremony namely Master of Computer Applications (MCA), M. Sc. Computer
Science-Artificial Intelligence, M. Sc. Computer Science-Data Science, B. Sc. Exercise and Sports
Physiology, M. Sc. Exercise and Sports Physiology, Bachelors in Physical Education, Masters in
Physical Education, and MA Hindu Studies, etc.

Prof. Ajay Kumar Singh, Vice-Chancellor, SSU delivered vote of thanks and mentioned that Sri Sri
University is on the path of becoming the Institute of Global Eminence and the launching ceremony
of today is a step towards that direction.
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Sri Sri University opens School of
Cyber Peace, research centres

BHUBANESWAR: Sri Sri
University Cuttack on
Wednesday launched Sri Sri
School of Cyber Peace, four
research centres and a new
‘Faculty of Emerging
Technologies' which will offer
20 new programmes in the

. upcoming academic year 2021-
22.

The university has opened this

School of Cyber Peace in
association with CyberPeace Foundation. The university claimed that it is one of its
kinds in the world. This school is committed to strengthen the global Cyber Peace
ecosystem through the research and innovation focused educational framework in
sync with the initiative from this Foundation.

The research centres on water resources and environment management, advanced
research in Kathak, advanced research in Bharatanatyam and the last one regarding
translation and interpreting studies.

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar during his address said, “We can give the dream of a better
world to the future generations including the current generations through these
initiatives. Together we can make this research unit one of the best in the whole
world."



The curriculum for the degree programmes in the field of cyber security has been
conceptualised keeping in mind the learning outcome-based curriculum framework
(LOCF) on the one hand and having 65 per cent plus hands on experience for the
students as per the spirit of National Education Policy 2020 on the other hand. This
will enhance their employability quotient and entrepreneurial skills so that they are
competent enough to start their own ventures, said the official sources.

According to the Cybersecurity Ventures, there will be 3.5 million unfilled cyber
security jobs globally by the end of 2021, up from one million positions in 2014.
Maoreover, there is a growing number of cybercrimes and threats across the globe.
“Therefore, the degree programmes in cyber security, digital forensic and incident

response, cyber defense and research are the need of the hour,” said the university
statement.

Rajita Kulkarni, SSU president, said the School of CyberPeace is one of its kinds in
the world. *We have launched the Faculty of Emerging Technologies, first of its kind
faculty in India offering industry integrated programmes in line with National
Education Policy 2020. The research centres are Sri Sri Centre for Advanced
Research in Water Resources and Environment Management, Sri Sri Centre for
Advanced Research in Kathak (SSCARK), Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in
Bharatanatyam and Sri Sri Centre for Translation and Interpreting Studies.
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Sri Sri University Launches World’s First
School On Cyber Peace
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With the aim of developing such capable employees in this field, Cuttack-based Sri
Sri University and CyberPeace Foundation have jointly launched the first-of-its-kind
school of cyber peace.

According to university authorities, the Sri Sri School of CyberPeace will enhance
the employability quotient of its students as well as their entrepreneurial skills so
that they are competent enough to start up their own ventures after passing out.

Along with this school, Sri Sri University also launched five other centres and a
faculty that will offer 20 programs in the upcoming academic year 2021-22.

The new facilities were launched by spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi Shankar through a
virtual event on Wednesday.

The other research centres launched are Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in
Kathak (1st & largest in the world), Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in
Bharatnatyam, Faculty of Emerging Technologies including department of
Emerging Technologies, Sri Sri Centre for Translation and Interpreting Studies (1st
in India) and Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Water Resources and
Environment Management
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Sri Sri University Launches
School Of Cyber Peace, 20
Programmes Offered

Sri Sri University (SSU) in collaboration with the Cyber Peace Foundation and
five other centers and faculty launched Sri Sri School of Cyber Peace.

a A
Sri Sri University (SSU) in collaboration with the Cyber Peace Foundation and

five other centers and faculty launched Sri Sri School of Cyber Peace with an
aim of 'infusing cyber peace in cyber space'. The school offers 20 programs
commencing from the upcoming session- 2021-22. The School was launched in
presence of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar on Thursday, February 26.

SSU in a press release claimed the school to be the first of its kind in the world.
"The School is committed to strengthening the global CyberPeace Ecosystem
through the research and innovation-focused educational framework in sync
with the ace initiative from the CyberPeace Foundation. The curriculum for the
Degree Programmes in the field of cybersecurity has been conceptualized
keeping in mind the Learning Outcome-based Curriculum Framework (LOCF) on
the one hand and having 65% plus hands-on experience for the students as per
the spirit of National Education Policy 2020 on the other hand. This will
enhance their employability quotient as well as entrepreneurial skills so that



they are competent enough to start up their own ventures, which is a step
towards ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’," reads the press release.

Programmes Offered in SSU School of Cyber
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The School offers various degree programmes like B. Tech. / B.Sc. (Research) in
CSE (specialization in Cyber Security & Cyber Defense); B. Tech. / B.Sc.
(Research) in CSE (specialization in Digital Forensic & Incident Response); M.
Tech. (Regular) (specialization in Cyber Security); M. Tech. (Research)
(specialization in Cyber Security); MBA (Cyber Security Management);Executive
MBA (Cyber Security Management); Integrated MBA (B. Tech. / B. Sc. (Research)
+ Cyber Security Management); Integrated M. Tech. (B. Tech. + Cyber
Security); Integrated M. Sc. (B. Sc. (Research) + Cyber Security).

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar during his address said, “The world is incomplete without
art, culture, architecture, and science. We need to nurture both the left and
right brain activities and achieve synergies between the two in the
contemporary world. This collaboration has created an ecosystem of happiness
and harmony where happiness is realized as one's nature and spreading
happiness is one's dharma. Together we can make this research unit one of the
best in the whole world."

Talking about the importance of CyberPeace Education, Captain Vineet Kumar,
Founder, and President, CyberPeace Foundation, said, “The CyberPeace
Foundation envisions creating a global CyberPeace ecosystem which is only
possible with the active involvement of the young generation in understating,
learning, working, and innovating in the field.
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