Bhubaneswar, Jan. 3: The
Bhubaneswar Municipal Cor-

poration is doing its bit to help
women from disadvantaged

g} s to become s self-

Undsr the Urban Women
Self-Help Programme, the
civic body is supperting 800
disadvantaged women organ-
ised under self-help groups
(SHGS). The programme is
partof the Swarna Jayanti Sa-
hari Rejgar Yojana (SJSRY)
sponsored by the central
government.

The programme aims to
make women' living below
poverty line (BPL) self-suffi-
cient. The corporation, which
provides seed money to SHGs
engaged in economically pro-
duetive activities, hopes to ex-
tend assistance to another 200
BPL women under the scheme
by the end of March, Sofar, 100
SHGs, each comprising eight
women, have received seed
mo=ay that can go up to a max-
in  of Rs25,000.

“The activities of the SHGs
include making papad, pickle
and badi besides manufactur-
ing incense sticks, candles and
phenyl.

“The seed money per per-

A woman member of a self-help group prepares ‘papad’ in Bhubaneswar.

son is Rs 2,000 but can go up to

a maximum of Rs 25,000 in

case of a bigger group. We
have the target of helping 662
women SHG members by De-
cember end. We hope the num-
ber will be more than 1,000 by

Picture by Ashwinee Pati
March,” said BMC slum im-

provement officer Dilip
Kumar Routrai.

The programme is part of

SJSRY that aims to empower
BPL women by helping them
achieve financial stability “To

become eligible for help under
the scheme, an SHG must have
work experience of at least a
year. Our community officers

‘also check their status, their

ability to work as a team and
help each other. After meeting

- the parameters, the groupsare .

given the seed money to start
ventures of their choice”
Routrai added.

Durgabati Singh, presi-
dent of Subhalaxmi SHG near
Ruchika Market, said: “The
scheme has enabled us to
achieve self-reliance and eco-
nomic independence. We have
also learned management and
marketing skills with the sup-
port of the BMC officials.”

Padmavati Das, secretary
of Maa Sidhheswari SHG of
IRC Village, Nayapalli, said
that besides promoting leader-
ship among the urban poor,
the central scheme would help
change the face of slums
across the city ;

Last week, several self-help
groups such as Maa Sid-
dheswari, Matrushakti, Pad-
malaya, Jajneswari, Maa Tari-
ni were formed in IRC Village,
Laxhmi SHG was formed in
ward no. 3, Jai Sriram Sahaya-
ta Runa Samiti in Kalpana
area and Gopaljew SHG in Be-
hera Sahi.

“We have 'spoken to many
marketing organisations to
help the women SHGs sell .
their products. Soon, there
will be training programmes
for the SHG members,” added
the BMC official.
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'Bhubanemm, March 24: The State Government came in
.for sharp criticism in the Assembly today from the
,,Bpposmon over the manner in which it facilitated land
vacquisition for the establishment of Vedanta University
:near the Puri-Konark marine drive by o

edanta varsity land acquisition
atomes under Oppn scanner

m

== S Ly

p—
2=

Agarwal Foundation.

The State Government started the process ofland acqui-
sition for the project even before the company was a pub-
liclimited company, he'said.

Arun Dey (NCP) demanded that a CBI probe should be
ordered to find out how the State Government agreed for
land acquisition. He wanted to know

‘overlooking and bypassing legal proce- |
-dures
5‘ The House witnessed uproarious
'scenes with the Opposition members
ujlemandmg scrapping of the memoran-
{dum of understanding (MoU) signed by
‘the State Government with Vedanta
“»Poundatmn They rushed to the well of
e House shouting slogans and staged a
rbi'valkout in protest when Higher
*Education Minister Samir Dey and,
'R'evenue Minister Manmohan Samal °
rdefended Vedanta and supporled

el S b A e A

whether the Law Department was con-
sulted.

Replying to a marathon four-hour dis-
cussion, Higher Education Minister said
the land requirement for the project will
¢ notexceed 6,000 acres. Besides the com-
§ pensation amount, a person fromeach

affected family over 30 years and a youth
who has comipleted graduation by 2010
from a recognised college would be
appointed in the project.

Besides, landless agricultural workers
of the affected villages would be

T T L - - S B - W )

‘the establishment of the univer-
51ty

‘The issue cropped up during
'discussion on the admissibility of
-an adjournment motion. The
Opposition members also did not

Land requireinent for the
project will not exceed 6,000
acres: Samir Dey

engagedintheprojectasunskilled
workers till 2010. If the company
fails to engage any unskilled
workers, his familywill be paid Rs
1,500 per month from the day of
land acquisition till 2010,

The Jagannath Temple admin-

spare Speaker Maheswar .
Mohanty. Deputy Leader of
Congress Narasingh Mishra referred to a paper circulated
among the members showing the Speaker wearing a
‘Vedanta cap'.

. Alleging that the Vedanla group of companies has been
banned by several countries, Mishra said soon after sign-
ing the MoU with Orissa Government, the name of the

company was changed from Vedanta Foundation to Anil  as

istration had been paid Rs 8.3
crore for 564.87 acres of land. Similarly, Rs 4.97 crore has
been deposited for 302 acres disputed temple land.

‘Making a statement, the Revenue Minister said occupi-
er of Lord Jagannath land will be paid Rs 1 lakh per acre.
Besides, ex gratia of Rs 1 lakh per acre will be paid to the
displaced families along with the statutory compensation
perthe Land Acquisition Act.
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