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Co-founder and chairman of MindTree, a leading software serv

‘Institujionsge trivialiSingeC ﬂ\

BHUBANE! -

author of several best-sellers, Subroto Bagchi isamong  as rur:

stories from Odisha. Straddling a corporate career and the vot.
Bagchi says the future of the state lies in ‘creative economy”. | - e
chat with Sandeep Mishra, Bangalore-based Bagchi says it wasg

to create ‘intellectual infrastructure’ for th

Q-Being a corporate bigwig,
what prompted you to take to
writing?

A-When I grew up in Odisha, the
idea of writing was a respected
one. Unlike now when playing

. cricket fetches you recognition,

young children writinga good es-
sayused to get appreciation then.
Early on, Tused tocontributefora
publication called “Youth Times’
and even earned up to Rs 40 a
piece. That was then a big deal
and that is how my interest in
writing evolved. Information
Technology is a thinking indus-
try and people who are partof it,
are willing to read. A writer ini-
tially looks for positive affirma-
tion and I got from my I-T col-
leagues when I started writing
columns for newspapers/maga-
zines. It was a flattering experi-
ence, but gradually it became a
responsibility. I realized I could
create ‘intellectual infrastruc-
ture’ for the next generation
through writing.

Q-Tell us something about

~ your graduation from writing

columnstobooks.

A-It was after a publisher friend
approached meto writeabookon
settingupabusinessthatIlapped
* up the idea and wrote ‘The High
Performance Entrepreneur’
around seven years ago, It was
successful and translated into
several languages. My next book
‘Go Kiss the World’ was based on
my experiences of growingupin
small-town Odisha; it is an inspi-
rational book for voung Indians,
especially those from small
townsandruralareas, toworkon
their strengths and achieve their
goals. The ‘Professional’, focus-
ing on what is means to be a pro-
fessional, followed. These three
bhooksarea trilogy of sorts.

WrWhat inspired you to
‘yo ook, at16'?

A-The idea is to infroduce 16-
year-olds, who after 4 to 5 years
would be charting their profes-
sional courses, the world of busi-
ness. It is not a textbook, but
somethingmore palatableakinto
a Harry Potter book which takes
you toaworldof fantasy and from
where you will return more in-
formed and inquisitive. The book
is meant to access

nag-
ers rmation about the
world of business that is nothi-
Wﬁtm because
people either , me, my-
and helipads
afop Z8-storey bulldings on busi-
. e others con: all
biisinesses 48 bad, anti-sustaina-
bilityand profit-makingat theex-
penseof others.

Q-How did you go about writ-
ingthe book?

A-In 2010, Thad completed half of
the draft for the book whenIreal-
jzed I was doing a fundamental
mistake: 1 had not interacted
with anyone in their mid-teens
for over a decade. Our younger
daughter had left home 11 years
ago. I needed to know what to-
day’s 16-year-olds want before I

Sanjib Das

write a book for them. That is

when I requested two schools to
allow me to work with teenagers.
We conducted a programme
‘Business with Bagchi' spread
over four weekends for 31 school-
children in Bengaluru in Janu-
ary 2011, Thereafter, ] threw away
my old manuscript and wrote the
book afresh.

Q-Isthebookaimedatdrawing
kids tothe world of business?
A-No. It is about explaining to
children that business is an im-
portant force. Whatever they be-
come in life, be it policymakers,
journalists, green activists, judg-
es or corporate guys, they need to
know about business. This is of
huge national interest. Whether
you are in business ornot you are
a consumer. Today a judge cannot
deliver a verdict on 3G spectrum
sale without understanding busi-
ness. That is raison d'étre of
‘MBAat16".

@-You were born and brought
up in Odisha, how have your
writings been received in your
state?

A-My workshavebeen translated
into other Indian languages and

e next generation &

even to Korean and Chinese [ s PARPAS P
unfortunately sharing with
isha has not happened mu
Which is why,1am keen thatb
and girls in Odisha should
my books, especially the

one. I would be happy if qardl r0|

renders my works into Odia.

@-But you have a translato
your home (his wife Susmit.
anoted Odia author)?
A-Laughs....yes, but she ke
busy with her work. A lot of lif
ary stuff gets translated i
Odia, not the type of book:
write.

ER fpPerBER

=+ PR

Q-Now, tell us about the IT gn
dustry. Is the sector faciy,
tough times?

@

A-Overall itisa good time tobq}_ﬁ

the industry. It's a $90 to $100

lion industry inIndiaand NAS , |

COM predicts three-fold grow

in eight years. Even if mem?’i Cfl s.upp(.)rtf

two-fold growth during the ne

eight years, it will be som

Wffhaveseenvaryfewtimasﬂe Pﬂrations;:

o% . 2g would depe

Q-But we hear of layoffs, "0}»?. ﬁmﬁa;%ﬁ

the-bench’andetal. Whatth;m te g

are the challenges? 2 (b(ﬂ&’mn =

A-We simply don't have enoug, Wlﬂnhmwas |

good people. Wearenotadequat,, '
focusedonh resourced expectamn e

velopment, Education is Deir”  yoap a dist

nlardanicts
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‘High on Industry
2esearch
From this session, researchers can apply for patent on

creation of intellectual property, says Prof Sunil Kumar
Sarangi, director, NIT, Rourkela to Ruby Nanda :

in the offing?

Brain does not grow in isolation. Knowledge
has to be created with exchange of thoughts.
The best global universities are composite
universities, and based on this international

opensdmoenﬂyhere.stud.msm i
This particular research by Geology and Earth Science and Food
Cybermetrics lab, 2 Spain-based Processing are in the pipeline. NIT Rourkela,
international research group, Bhasedonh:jw with its wide spectrum of departments, is the
much the world has benefited from the most widely based NIT institute in India.
_scientific content of the website. Our global i
ranking is 1,067 wo! ﬂwide.whichmems-m What is your view about the 50 per cent
‘smaller institutions are putting up more weightage being given to Class XII boar
information than us. We will put up more exam marks and the new two-tier
information on our website as we have a structure for IIT entrance exam from
policy of presenting information to the 2013? ¢ ' '

R 1 am 100 per cen%!for the change in the HT
‘What are the on-going research entrance exams. There is a huge gap between
5 : ; [T - NIT and the next level of colleges. The
activities and foreign collaborations _at cancopt of IIT ve SondIT is stressul and
- 3 et artificial for students. Also the 50 per cent

gesemh is the reason why NIT exists. We weightage being given to Class XII marks W
tand for it. New ideas come only through  help bring etudents back to school. Today the
exchange of thoughts and active exchange best brains are being trained in the coaching
can be done by journals and travel between classes and not school. Public is losing respect

. institutes. We have an MoU with Konkuk for schools. This is a welcome step.

University, South Korea; University of Delft, -

Netherlands and University of Twente, What is your vision for NIT Rourkela in

Natherlmt:;lThere are otherco]lal;horaﬂ;ons the next five years?

at the faculty level. om this session, ; 5 .

‘researchers cafl ap;rﬂ; fof;rpatent oh Croation: - O want o improve in quality and volume.
~ of intellectual property. We would like more We have 650 acr:ﬁédioﬁlhnd where we can
. project work and want to invite more industry expand and have ;’1&“‘1 departments. We

tesearch and development in campus. This are aiming for all wings of engineering,
. will lead to more live project experience for science and some level of postgrad
. our students:and faculty. it : to

1 ST e GQ“;_ 'SeS. ‘E‘_I- om 17209 e ha\na_ !
it Vit A S ey andg{em fo expand {0,
 Besides engineer 2, NIT has opened 1east 8,000 stu ents

. We also keep
‘many other departments. What more {s undergraduate to-post grad
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college in Koaput

Aslnl?mﬂllll [Tan

Bhubaneswar: Public sector
undertaking Nalco promised
thestate governmentonThurs-
day to open a 100-seat medical

“often referredtohuapitals tn Vis

Hospital planinjects cheer
'Koraput: The state government's efforts to pursue the
Nalco to set up a medical college and hospital in Kora-
put&isummbmnwelmmdbyemandanﬂ the

hra Pradesh or to those in Berhz
and Cuttack which are hundreds tﬂ’mﬂes awav from
“here.Inmany cases, the patientsdie in transit.

“Just imagine, a patient from Motu in Malkangiri
districtisrequiredto travelmermk.‘mif hehasto visit
a hospital in Bhuabaneswar or Cuttack | A government
medical college and hospital in Koraput, which isatthe
heart of south Odisha, will almost be god-gifted,” saida -
social activist, San;}itPamajk.

Former Koraput MLA Tara Prasad Bahinipati said,
“For the past several years, we have been demanding
that Nalco and HAL should establish a medical college
and hospital in the district, but évery time they decline
our demand citing m reams.”\lk welcome the
state government's efforts.’

“Establishing a medical college and hospital in Ko-
raput isa long-standing demand of the people of the ar-
ea, as the district lacks proper healthcare facilities,”
saidanother Korpaut-basedactivist, Ajit Patra. w

Admryasaniﬂ:em“
The upcoming Sardar Ra- mmtwou]ﬂsumexammethe.
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