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About us  

 

Sri Sri University was established as a State Private University in Odisha, India, and began its first academic 

session in 2012. The University is envisioned and inspired by Global Humanitarian and Spiritual Leader, 

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar ji. Guided by this vision, university offers a wide spectrum of pivotal, unique, 

interdisciplinary, and cutting-edge undergraduate and postgraduate programmes, diploma and certificate 

courses, as well as Doctoral (Ph.D.) studies that integrate “the best of the East and the best of the West.” 

The University offers an impressive range of programmes across its ten Faculties, including innovative and 

emerging fields such as B.Sc. Data Science, B.Sc. Osteopathy, B.Sc. Psychology & Contemplative Studies, 

B.Sc. Food, Nutrition & Dietetics, B.Sc. Agri-Business, Bachelor in Interior Design, among many others. 

Postgraduate programmes include M.Sc. Osteopathy (first time in Asia), MBA (Entrepreneurship), MBA 

(General Management), MBA (Agri-Business Management), M.A./M.Sc. Psychology and Contemplative 

Behaviour, B.Sc. Environmental Science, B.Tech. & M.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning, 

etc. Nestled within a sprawling 188-acre lush green campus, Sri Sri University is committed to cultivating an 

eco-conscious, sustainable, and holistic learning ecosystem. The campus functions as a green, serene, and 

climate-friendly environment, promoting practices such as energy conservation, biodiversity protection, 

natural farming, waste minimization, water stewardship, and sustainable landscaping. university’s campus 

is virtually smoke-free, alcohol-free, drug-free, and fully vegetarian, reflecting its dedication to health, 

sustainability, and mindful living. university defines “Excellence” as a continuous academic process that 

inspires students to learn in ways that create a sustained, substantial, and positive impact on how they 

think, act, and contribute, aligned with the core value of Learn, Lead, Serve. Located on a 188-acre lush 

green campus, Sri Sri University embodies sustainability through its environment-friendly, virtually 

smoke-free, alcohol-free, drug-free, and fully vegetarian campus culture. The university emphasizes 

education enriched with life skills, ethics, and values. Its definition of Excellence lies in cultivating 

sustained, meaningful learning that transforms how students think, act, and contribute aligned with its 

core value: Learn, Lead, Serve. 

 

 

A report for Times Higher Education Sustainability Impact Ratings, 2026 



 
 
 
 

 
Overview of Sri Sri University Campus, Cuttack, Odisha 

Sustainability, Green Campus & Global Rankings 

Sri Sri University continues to be recognized globally for its commitment to sustainability, green practices, 

research, and academic quality: 

 Times Higher Education Impact Rankings 2025 

●​ Ranked 401–600 globally 

●​ Ranked 70th globally for SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

●​ Ranked in the band 101–200 globally for SDG 4 (Quality Education) & SDG 15 (Life on Land) 

●​ Ranked in the band 201–300 globally for SDG 6 (Clean Water & Sanitation) & SDG 7 (Affordable & 

Clean Energy) 

●​ Ranked in the band 301-400 globally for SDG 13 (Climate Action) 

QS World University Rankings 2024 

●​ Ranked globally in the band 951–1000 globally 

●​ Ranked in Asia in the band 651–700  

●​ Ranked 174th in Southern Asia 

UI GreenMetric World University Rankings 2024 

Ranked 1st in Odisha, 9th in India, and 264th globally  

​
 Recognised especially for green campus, sustainability practices, waste management, renewable energy 

initiatives, water conservation, and eco-friendly infrastructure. These achievements highlight the 

University’s strong commitment to sustainability, green infrastructure, environmental stewardship, and 

climate resilience. 

Venturing beyond traditional academic boundaries, Sri Sri University actively engages with local 

communities, farmers, and non-governmental organizations, forging collaborative initiatives that 

integrate students into the forefront of meaningful research. Acknowledging the paramount 

importance of oceans in sustaining life on Earth, the university confronts the pressing issues faced 

by marine ecosystems worldwide. 

Initiating this exploration into the critical sphere of oceans, Sri Sri University underscores that more 

than 3 billion people depend on marine and coastal diversity for their livelihoods. In the face of 

overexploited fish stocks and escalating carbon emissions leading to heightened ocean acidity, Sri 

Sri University stands resilient in addressing these challenges. The repercussions extend beyond 

coastal regions, impacting even those distanced from the ocean, as plastic pollution leaves an 

indelible mark, with 13,000 pieces of plastic per square kilometer in our oceans. 
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Within this complex narrative, Sri Sri University aligns its mission with the Sustainable Development 

Goals, particularly focusing on SDG-14, which aims to manage and protect life below water 

(www.undp.org). Through innovative approaches and unwavering dedication, the university actively 

contributes to the pursuit of these goals, epitomizing a commitment to safeguarding and preserving 

life below water for generations to come. 

 

Education and action 

 

Sri Sri University has established itself as a leading institution in water conservation and environmental sustainability 

by integrating these priorities into its core academic mission. The university employs a comprehensive approach that 

combines theoretical knowledge with practical environmental action. In 2024, the university hosted a National 

Conference on Life Below Water: Achieving sustainable development goals (plate 1), demonstrating its 

commitment to aquatic ecosystem sustainability and biodiversity conservation. Two significant publications were 

launched during this event: Mahanadi River: Environmental Challenges and Way Forward and Atlas of Diatoms of 

Himalaya. These publications provide important reference materials for researchers, policymakers, and practitioners 

working in water resource management and freshwater biodiversity. 

The university has two dedicated research centres: the Sri Sri Centre for Advanced Research in Water 

Resources and Environmental Management (SSCARWREM) and the Sri Sri University Resource Centre for 

Climate Change & Sustainability Education & Practices. Both center  focus on education and research 

related to aquatic life and water resources. They offer specialized programs for students, industry 

professionals, and community members, encouraging interdisciplinary learning and applied research in 

water management and environmental protection. The university's academic curriculum reflects its 

commitment to environmental education. The B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture program includes courses on soil 

and water conservation engineering, climate change adaptation, and sustainable resource management. 

The B.Sc. (Hons) Environmental Science program covers aquatic ecosystems, environmental impact 

assessment, and water resource governance, preparing students to address environmental challenges. 

Community engagement is an important aspect of the university's work. Student-led groups such as the 

Farmers Club and the Eco-club conduct outreach activities to support local communities, particularly 

women, with training on climate-resilient farming and sustainable water practices. The university also 

organizes awareness programs, including webinars on waterborne diseases and environmental health. 

Research collaboration strengthens the university's contribution to discussions on water sustainability. 

Partnerships with organizations such as the ICAR-Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture and 

participation in national and international conferences position Sri Sri University as an active contributor to 

environmental research and policy development. Through its integrated approach to research, education, 

and community engagement, Sri Sri University serves as a model for incorporating water and aquatic 

ecosystem conservation principles into higher education. The university's framework continues to promote 

environmental stewardship and sustainable development in the region and beyond. 
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Plate 1. Proceedings of National Conference on Life below water; Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability championship award 

 

The Sustainability Championship Award 2024 at Sri Sri University celebrated outstanding contributions of 

youth and academic teams toward environmental sustainability, innovation, and leadership. The event was 

held as part of the university's Sustainability Summit on September 6, 2024, under the theme 

"Sustainability Generation: Youth at the Forefront," emphasizing student-driven initiatives and 

multi-stakeholder engagement for positive environmental impact.​ The summit brought together students, 

faculty, and thought leaders to discuss key issues including climate action, renewable energy, sustainable 

cities, and community engagement.​ 
Awardees were recognized for exemplary activity projects, community interventions, and entrepreneurship 

ideas in green technology and sustainable living.​ The university reinforced its regional and national 

leadership in integrating sustainability into education, being ranked among the top for SDG impact, and 
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demonstrating advancements like solar power offsets and reduced carbon emissions.​ 
Winners received trophies and formal certificates, acknowledging their success in tackling real-world 

environmental problems with innovation and a spirit of collaboration (Plate 2). Sri Sri University’s awards 

program aligns with its broader mission to foster holistic environmental stewardship, community 

empowerment, and youth involvement in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).​ This 

annual recognition at Sri Sri University underscores the role of academic communities and young leaders in 

driving sustainable development within India and beyond.​ 

 

Plate 2. Sustainability Championship Award 

Launching books on Life below water  

 

The National Conference on "Life Below water: Achieving sustainable development goals" was held at Sri Sri 

University in collaboration with the Ministry of Jal Shakti and other key stakeholders. This event brought together 

renowned scholars, policymakers, and environmental experts to address the pressing issues facing marine life and 

life below water.  

The conference featured diverse presentations and research reports on topics like water pollution, sand mining, 

ecosystem management, and sustainable river basin practices.  A major highlight was the launch of the book 

"Mahanadi River: Environmental Challenges and Way Forward" (Springer, 2025), edited by Prof. Jay Prakash Bhatt 

and Dr. Ajay Kumar Mishra. This multidisciplinary volume compiles leading research presented during the conference 

and explores hydro-development, biodiversity, water quality, social and economic aspects of the river basin, and 

offers actionable insights for its sustainable future. The event demonstrated Sri Sri University's leadership in river 

research and its commitment to advancing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 6 & 14) through 

a blend of rigorous scholarship, collaborative action, and practical solutions for riverine sustainability.​ 
The Atlas of Himalayan Diatoms, authored by Chief Guest Prof. Prakash Nautiyal, and Prof. Rachna Nautiyal, was 

launched during the national conference at Sri Sri University. Prof. Nautiyal’s work is a pioneering reference 

documenting the diversity and ecological importance of diatoms found in the Himalayan region. The atlas supports 

research and monitoring of aquatic ecosystems, advancing scientific understanding and conservation efforts related 

A report for Times Higher Education Sustainability Impact Ratings, 2026 



 
 
 
 

 
to freshwater biodiversity in mountain environments. 

 

 

  

Plate 3. Book launch– Mahanadi River: Environmental challenges and way forward  

 

  

Plate 4. Book launch– Atlas of Himalayan Diatoms  

Policies 

Sri Sri University has adopted a comprehensive set of policies that strengthen its commitment to protecting 

aquatic ecosystems and promoting sustainable environmental practices. The university focuses on reducing 

marine pollution, restoring ecological balance, and preventing the spread of invasive aquatic species. It 

actively promotes clean energy technologies and climate-responsive measures that safeguard marine 

environments. 
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Sustainable consumption is encouraged through ethical sourcing of food and seafood, responsible waste 

management, and strong plastic-use reduction measures. The university ensures safe handling and disposal 

of hazardous waste and adopts a zero-emission approach to minimize carbon output. 

Water conservation is reinforced through wastewater reuse, rainwater management, and policies that 

optimize water resources. Additionally, continuous monitoring of environmental indicators supports better 

planning and conservation actions. 

Across all these areas, Sri Sri University integrates innovation, responsibility, and long-term sustainability to 

protect life below water and inspire environmentally conscious practices on campus and beyond. 

 

 

Plate 4. Policies related to Environment and sustainability at SSU  

NCC Naval wing  

 

Strengthening this commitment to Life below water, Sri Sri University proudly operates a Naval Wing under 

the NCC, with 50 dedicated cadets actively participating in water-based training, pollution-awareness 

drives, and conservation activities along with their traditional Naval activities. Together, these efforts 

reflect the university’s holistic approach to nurturing environmentally responsible and service-oriented 

citizens. 
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​ Plate 5. NCC naval candidates 

Water sensitive disposal   

Sri Sri University is dedicated to responsible and sustainable water management. The campus operates an 

advanced bio-sewage treatment plant that treats wastewater efficiently and makes it suitable for reuse in 

irrigation, road sprinkling, and ground spraying. This system not only helps reduce harmful bacteria but 

also protects local wildlife and aquatic habitats. 

To further conserve water, the university collects rainwater by restoring old quarries and treating the 

harvested water for use in toilets and other daily needs. This reduces pressure on groundwater and 

supports long-term water sustainability. The university also follows strict BIS and WHO guidelines while 

monitoring water quality and discharge, ensuring high standards of safety and responsible usage. 

Environmental Stewardship and Marine Pollution Prevention​

 Sri Sri University actively participates in environmental protection activities such as beach clean-ups and 

river rejuvenation drives. During field visits, students and staff are educated on pollution prevention, 

helping build a strong sense of environmental responsibility. The university also supports awareness 

campaigns that promote the reduction of marine pollution and the protection of aquatic life. 

Plastic Reduction and Waste Management 

​
To fight plastic pollution, the university has adopted a comprehensive plastic-reduction policy. This includes 

encouraging reusable materials, limiting single-use plastics, and promoting plastic-free events. The 

university also works with local vendors to adopt eco-friendly packaging. 

 

Preserving Local Ecosystems 

​
Sri Sri University is committed to protecting nearby wetlands by constructing a mid-height boundary wall 

that safeguards the sensitive ecosystem and its biodiversity. Access to these wetlands is controlled to 

maintain their natural state, and the use of artificial lighting or electrification around the area is strictly 

prohibited.​  
​  

Maintaining the Local Ecosystem 
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Preserving Wetland Ecosystems 

Sri Sri University is dedicated to the meticulous preservation of shared wetlands. A thoughtfully 

designed mid-height boundary wall safeguards these delicate ecosystems from encroachment and 

disruption. Access to the wetlands is restricted to maintain their pristine natural state, with strict 

prohibitions on artificial lighting or electrification near the area. 

Careful consideration is given to drainage and waste disposal locations to minimize any impact on 

the wetland ecosystem. This reflects the university's commitment to the harmonious coexistence of 

education and nature. 

 

Water Resource Management 

 

Sri Sri University demonstrates a commendable approach to water resource management through a 

range of efficient practices. These include rainwater harvesting, wastewater and sewage treatment, 

and controlled drainage systems. The university actively engages students in awareness campaigns 

to minimize water consumption, such as upgrading taps with air filters, resulting in a significant 25% 

reduction in water usage. 

Cutting-edge technology, like sensor-based toilets, is implemented to curtail water wastage, 

contributing to enhanced water conservation efforts. The university's long-standing practice of drip 

irrigation for horticulture significantly contributes to water conservation, maintaining a low annual 

water consumption rate. 

 

Waste Management 

 

Sri Sri University is committed to treating all waste before disposal. The university boasts well- 

maintained infrastructure, including a Bio-Sewage Treatment Plant, Wastewater Treatment Plant, 

and other facilities, ensuring responsible waste management. 

Plate 6. Adjacent wetland and water treatment infrastructure at Sri Sri University 
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Commitment to the SDG 14 

Moving forward, Sri Sri University reaffirms its pledge to strengthen research on water and marine 
ecosystems, expand community outreach, enhance green infrastructure, and adopt innovative 
technologies for sustainable resource management. The university remains devoted to nurturing 
future-ready citizens who will lead with responsibility, compassion, and a deep respect for the 
planet—upholding the vision of Learn, Lead, Serve while contributing meaningfully to global sustainability 
goals. 

Conclusion 

Sri Sri University stands as a model of environmental stewardship, integrating sustainability into education, 
research, campus operations, and community engagement. Its initiatives—from advanced water 
conservation systems, plastic-reduction measures, and wetland protection to pioneering research centres, 
national conferences, and a dedicated NCC Naval Wing—underscore a deep commitment to protecting 
aquatic ecosystems and advancing SDG 14. By promoting responsible waste management, 
climate-responsive practices, and hands-on learning, the university empowers students to become 
environmentally conscious leaders. 
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